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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK 
“Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against 
the LORD in ceasing to pray for you;....”          I Samuel 12:23a 

BE A BRINGER 
“40 One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, 
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own 
brother Simon, and said to him, “We have found the Messi-
ah” (which is translated, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to 
Jesus….”                  John 1:40-42a 
 

Name three people you will pray for their salvation this week:  
 
 
 

 

A bringer makes one touch each week by investing and 
 inviting someone to Christ and church. 
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The Heart of Christmas is Generous 
I've always been amazed and confused by this verse: "But the Lord was 
pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief." (Isaiah 53:10, NASB) 
 
I'm the parent of four grown children and also a grandfather. How could it be 
that a Father would ever find pleasure in crushing his Son? 
 
This verse really makes me shiver. I have a protective heart for my kids, even 
though they're out of the house. I don't want any harm to come to them, and I 
try within my limits to protect them from danger and difficulty. 
 
It crushes and grieves me when any of my children are crushed or grieved; I 
certainly wouldn't want to do anything to personally inflict that pain on them. 
And yet, this verse says that a Father of abounding love finds pleasure in 
crushing his only Son. 
 
What could be so powerfully motivating in the heart of a Father to enable him 
to crush his Son and find pleasure in his grief? 
 
The answer is found in John 3:16 - "For God so loved the world..." God 
looked at this broken world, he saw our broken hearts, he saw the separation 
between himself and us, and he was motivated into action by reconciliatory 
love. The only solution was to crush his Son. 
 
God's love for you sent Christ to earth to be born in a manger; God's love for 
you drove Jesus to the Cross to die a brutal and horrific death; God's love for 
you rolled away the stone from the tomb; and, just as important, God's love 
continues to provide for you today. 
 
Each Christmas, I think many of us are reminded of the eternal love God has 
for us. But what about his right here, right now love? 
 
This is where I love the words of the Apostle Paul: "He who did not spare his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things?" (Romans 8:32) 
 
Here's the logic: if God sent Christ to earth to be crushed for our eternal 
salvation, it makes no sense for God to turn his back on us during our present 
time of need. In other words, the guarantee of our eternal future also 
guarantees everything we need right here, right now. 
 
“Advent Looks Beyond Birth To Death” by Paul Tripp 

Handout: 12/04/22 
 
 

Study Date: 12/11/22 
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WEEKLY READINGS 

KEY VERSE  
 

John 3:16 (NKJV) 
 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that    
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  

Introduction 
 

1. What is the most thoughtful gift you have received from a person? 

 

2. What gifts has God given to you? How can we learn from God’s example? 

 

 

Give Lovingly 
 

3. List words that describe God’s love for you.  

 

 

4. Think of specific people in your life. How can you give to them lovingly? 

 

Give Sacrificially 
 

5. List words that describe God’s sacrificial gift for you.  

 

 

6. Think of specific people in your life.  How can you sacrificially give to     
  them? 

Monday: John 3:16; Ephesians 5:1-2; Matthew 2:11 

Tuesday: John 3:16a; I John 3:1, 4:9; I Corinthians 13:3 

Wednesday: John 3:16b; Romans 8:31-32; II Corinthians 5:21 
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Give Believingly 
 

7. How do your beliefs impact your giving? 

 

 

8. What does today’s readings teach us about giving? 

 

 

9. Why should believers in Jesus be generous? 

 

 

 

 

Give Eternally 
 

10. What has God eternally given you? 

 
 
 
 
 

11. According to today’s readings, what is the relationship between our heart     
  and our level of generosity? 

 

 

 

12. In what specific ways can you give to make an eternal impact? 

 

 

 

Friday: John 3:16d; Romans 6:23; Matthew 6:19-21 

Thursday: John 3:16c; John 5:24; Malachi 3:10 


