
IV. ENJOY THE BLESSINGS OF BELIEVING  
 

 A. Zacharias and Elizabeth were blessed with a son named  

  John. 
 

“59 So it was, on the eighth day, that they came to 

circumcise the child; and they would have called him by 

the name of his father, Zacharias.  

60 His mother answered and said, “No; he shall be 

called John.” 

61 But they said to her, “There is no one among your 

relatives who is called by this name.”  

62 So they made signs to his father—what he would 

have him called. 

63 And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, saying, 

“His name is John.” So they all marveled.”   

         Luke 1:59-63 

John means the grace of Jehovah. 
 

 “6 There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John. 

 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the 

Light, that all through him might believe.  

8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of 

that Light.”         John 1:6-8 
 

“For I say to you, among those born of women there 

is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist; but he 

who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”  

        Luke 7:28 

 

 B. All of us have been blessed with a Savior named Jesus. 
 

64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his 

tongue loosed, and he spoke, praising God.   

76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 

Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to 

prepare His ways, 

77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people 

By the remission of their sins,”       Luke 1:64,76-77 

 

 
 

BELIEVE THE PROMISE! 

 
 

THE PROMISE 

Our Savior Has Come 

Believe In The Promise 

Pastor Steve Reynolds 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

A. A promise is an assurance that a certain thing will come to pass.  

We make promises all the time. Sometimes we see them 

through.  Other  times they never become a reality.  But God is 

different. When he  makes a promise, we can be confident that 

He will be faithful to bring  it to fruition.  The Bible is full of 

promises from God to His people, and there is one life-changing 

promise we celebrate every Christmas: God’s promise of a 

Savior named Jesus.   

 

“For there is born to you this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”       Luke 2:11 

 

 

B.  Join us this Christmas season as we study Luke 1-2 and take a 

look at four of the first people to see this incredible promise 

fulfilled. 

 
 

TODAY Believe In The Promise 

Dec 19  Rest In The Promise       

Dec 26        Walk In The Promise        

Jan 2          Hope In The Promise       

             
 

C. TEXT: Luke 1:5-25; 57-80 

 

Zacharias believed the promise of Isaiah to 40:3-5: 

 

“3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of 

the LORD;Make straight in the desert A highway for our God. 

4 Every valley shall be exalted And every mountain and hill brought 

low; The crooked places shall be made straight And the rough places 

smooth; 

5 The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, And all flesh shall 

see it together;For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 
 



HOW TO BELIEVE THE PROMISE 
 

I. KNOW THAT BELIEVING PEOPLE DOUBT 
 

 A. Zacharias & Elizabeth were a faithful people. 
 

“5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a 

certain priest named Zacharias, of the division 

of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and 

her name was Elizabeth.  

6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in 

all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 

blameless.  

7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, 

and they were both well advanced in years.”     

             Luke 1:5-7 

 

 

 

 B. Zacharias was a fearful priest. 
 

“ 11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, 

standing on the right side of the altar of incense.  

12 And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and 

fear fell upon him. 

13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 

Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife 

Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his 

name John.”                       Luke 1:11-13 

 

 

 

 C. Zacharias was a faithless priest. 
 

“16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to 

the Lord their God.  

17 He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of 

Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 

children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 

to make ready a people  

18 And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know 

this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced 

in years.”             Luke 1:16-18 

 

 

II. ACCEPT THE CONSEQUENCES OF DOUBT 
 

A. Zacharias was unable to speak.   
 

“19 And the angel answered and said to him, “I 

am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was 

sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings.  

20 But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak 

until the day these things take place, because you did not 

believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own 

time.”              Luke 1:19-20 

 

B. When Zacharias left the holy place he was unable to  

 give the priestly benediction to the people.  
  

“21 And the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled 

that he lingered so long in the temple.  

22 But when he came out, he could not speak to them; 

and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the 

temple, for he beckoned to them and remained 

speechless.”                       Luke 1:21-22 

 

“24 “The LORD bless you and keep you; 

25 The LORD make His face shine upon you, And be 

gracious to you; 

26 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And give 

you peace.”          Numbers 6:24-26 

 

III. BELIEVE IN GOD’S TIMING 
 

 A. God’s timing is perfect. 
 

“23 So it was, as soon as the days of his service were 

completed, that he departed to his own house.  

24 Now after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; 

and she hid herself five months, saying,  

25 “Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when 

He looked on me, to take away my reproach among 

people.”               Luke 1:23-25 

 

 B. God’s timing is powerful. 
 

“Now Elizabeth’s full time came for her to be delivered, 

and she brought forth a son.”                 Luke 1:57 


