
III. SOMETIMES GOD WILL BE SILENT WHEN YOU ARE 

SUFFERING AND CRYING OUT  
 

God’s silence doesn’t mean God’s absence. 
 

“8 “Look, I go forward, but He is not there, And backward, 

but I cannot perceive Him; 

9 When He works on the left hand, I cannot behold Him; 

When He turns to the right hand, I cannot see Him. 

10 But He knows the way that I take; When He has tested 

me, I shall come forth as gold.”       Job 23:8-10 

 

 

“But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth 

His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,”   

          Galatians 4:4 

 

 

 

IV.  WHEN YOU CRY OUT KNOW THAT JESUS CAN  

 RELATE TO YOUR SUFFERING  
 

When you are hurting, Jesus is hurting with you. 
 

“He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows 

and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces 

from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.“   

             Isaiah 53:3 

 

“15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but  was in 

all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.  

16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that 

we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need.”                       Hebrews 4:15-16 

 

 

 

DO YOU NEED TO CRY OUT WORDS OF SUFFERING? 
 

“And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 

saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, 

why have You  forsaken Me?”    Matthew 27:46 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

A. The cross of Calvary is the place where God did his best and  

 man did his worst. It was here that our Savior died an  

 excruciating death as payment for our sins. The Bible  

 summarizes it this way:  
 

 “who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the 

tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 

righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.”   

            I Peter 2:24 
 

Jesus was on the cross from 9:00am to 3:00pm. The Bible 

records seven statements that Jesus spoke during those six 

hours. These words are rich in significance.  
 

Words are important, especially the last words of the dying. 

But of all the greatest last words which have been uttered 

through all time none are comparable in importance to the 

last words of Jesus as He died on the cross. The seven 

statements that Jesus made on the cross are perhaps the most 

compelling words Jesus spoke on earth.  

 
 

B. Our Words From The Cross teaching series will examine the 

last words of Jesus on the cross and explain what they meant 

to Jesus and how they relate to us today.  
 

The messages include: 
 

Feb 14  Choosing To Forgive 

 Feb 21  Knowing You Are Saved 

 Feb 28  Cultivating Caring Relationships 

 TODAY Crying Out When Suffering 

 Mar 14  Quenching Your Spiritual Thirst 

 Mar 21  Living Life On Purpose 

 Mar 28  Dying With Confidence 

 
  

C. TEXT:   Matthew 27:45-47 

 

Matthew 27:46 contains words of suffering. 



HOW TO CRY OUT WHEN SUFFERING 

 

 This cry is a picture demonstrated.  
 

“Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was 

darkness over all the land.”   Matthew 27:45 

 

“13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness... 14 in 

whom we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins.”        Colossians 1:13a-14 

 

 

 This cry is a prophecy fulfilled. 
 

“And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 

voice,…”              Matthew 27:46a   

 

“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are 

You so far from helping Me,  And from the words of My 

groaning?”            Psalm 22:1 

 

 

 This cry is a pain endured. 
 

 “…saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, 

My God, why have You forsaken Me?”      Matthew 27:46b  

 

“who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery 

to be equal with God,”     Philippians 2:6 

 

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 

we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”    

      II Corinthians 5:21 

 

 This cry is a pattern revealed. 
 

 “Some of those who stood there, when they heard that, said, 

“This Man is calling for Elijah!”   Matthew 27:47  

 

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who 

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 

of God.”                    I Corinthians 1:18 

I. CRY OUT TO GOD WITH A LOUD VOICE 

WHEN SUFFERING 
 

Crying out to God is a prayer of desperation. 

 

The Greek word used here is “boao”, which means 

to “implore with strong voice.”  
 

“35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was 

sitting by the roadside begging.  

36 When he heard the crowd going by, he asked 

what was happening.  

37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 

38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!”  

39 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him 

to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of 

David, have mercy on me!”   Luke 18:35-39 

 

“You number my wanderings; Put my tears into 

Your bottle; Are they not in Your book?” Psalm 56:8 

 

II.  IT’S OK TO CRY OUT AND QUESTION GOD  
 

An honest question is not a sin, but an untrusting 

heart is a sin. 

 

“21 For to this you were called, because Christ also 

suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you 

should follow His steps: 

22 “Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in 

His mouth”;”     I Peter 2:21-22 

 

“19 How long? Will You not look away from me, 

And let me alone till I swallow my saliva? 

20 Have I sinned? What have I done to You, O 

watcher of men? Why have You set me as Your 

target, So that I am a burden to myself?” 

     Job 7:19-20 

 

“…for whatever is not from faith is sin.”   

Romans 14:23b 


