
Who Did Jesus Need To Forgive? 
 

Jesus looked down from the cross upon an evil and offensive scene: 
 

 

 The Roman soldiers were gambling for His clothing 

(John 19:23–24). 

 

 The crowd was blaspheming Him (Matthew 27:39-40). 
 

 The religious leaders were mocking Him (Matthew 

27:41-43). 
 

 The criminals on the crosses to either side of Him were 

reviling Him (Matthew 27:44). 
 

 You and me. 
 

 “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.”   

      Ephesians 4:32 
 

“14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your 

heavenly Father will also forgive you.  

15 But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither 

will your Father forgive your trespasses.”   

   Matthew 6:14-15 
 

IV. REMEMBER YOUR MERCIFUL GOD 
 

“Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 

know what they do….”             Luke 23:34a 
 

“For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, And 

abundant in mercy to all those who call upon You.”   

                 Psalm 86:5 

“17 “Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, 

as did also your rulers.  

18 But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all 

His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus 

fulfilled.  

19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be 

blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the 

presence of the Lord,”                  Acts 3:17-19 
 

DO YOU NEED TO CHOOSE WORDS OF FORGIVENESS? 
 

“Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 

they do…”            Luke 23:34a 

WORDS  FROM THE CROSS 

Choosing To Forgive 

Pastor Steve Reynolds 

INTRODUCTION 
 

A. The cross of Calvary is the place where God did his best and  

 man did his worst. It was here that our Savior died an  

 excruciating death as payment for our sins. The Bible  

 summarizes it this way:  
 

 “who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the 

tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 

righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.”   

            I Peter 2:24 
 

Jesus was on the cross from 9:00am to 3:00pm. The Bible 

records seven statements that Jesus spoke during those six 

hours. These words are rich in significance.  
 

Words are important, especially the last words of the dying. 

But of all the greatest last words which have been uttered 

through all time none are comparable in importance to the 

last words of Jesus as He died on the cross. The seven 

statements that Jesus made on the cross are perhaps the most 

compelling words Jesus spoke on earth.  

 
 

B. Our Words From The Cross teaching series will examine the 

last words of Jesus on the cross and explain what they meant 

to Jesus and how they relate to us today.  
 

The messages include: 
 

TODAY Choosing To Forgive 

 Feb 21  Knowing You Are Saved 

 Feb 28  Cultivating Caring Relationships 

 Mar 7  Crying Out When Suffering 

 Mar 14  Quenching Your Spiritual Thirst 

 Mar 21  Living Life On Purpose 

 Mar 28  Dying With Confidence 

 
  

C. TEXT:   Luke 23:32-34 
 

Luke 23:34 contains words of forgiveness. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.23%E2%80%9324
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2027.39
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2027.44


HOW TO CHOOSE TO FORGIVE 

 

“Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 

they do….”                  Luke 23:34a 

 

 It is a Biblical prayer.  
 

“But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who 

curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for 

those who spitefully use you and persecute you,”     

               Matthew 5:44 

 

 It is a humble prayer. 
 

“And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 

Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even 

the death of the cross.”     Philippians 2:8 

 

I. RELY ON YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER 
 

 “Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 

know what they do….”            Luke 23:34a 

 

“
 
In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be Your name.”           Matthew 6:9 

 

“And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of 

His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!”   

           Galatians 4:6 

 

“23 Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king 

who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  

24 And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was 

brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents.  

25 But as he was not able to pay, his master 

commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and 

all that he had, and that payment be made.  

26 The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, 

‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’  

27 Then the master of that servant was moved with 

compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.” 

            Matthew 18:23-27 

II. RELEASE YOUR OFFENDERS  

 

 “Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 

know what they do….”                 Luke 23:34a 

 

A.  Forgiveness is releasing someone from a debt that  

 was caused by their offensive actions towards you. 
 

“13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive 

together with Him, having forgiven you all 

trespasses,  

14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements 

that was against us, which was contrary to us. And 

He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the 

cross.”               Colossians 2:13-14 

 

B. When you forgive you surrender your right to hurt  

 those who hurt you. 
 

“17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good 

things in the sight of all men.  

18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live 

peaceably with all men.  

19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, 

but rather give place to wrath; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the 

Lord.”            Romans 12: 17-19 

 

C. Stephen is a great example of what it means to  

 forgive and following the words of forgiveness..  
 

“59 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling 

on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”  

60 Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud 

voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And 

when he had said this, he fell asleep.”   Acts 7:59-60 

 
 

III. REALIZE YOUR NEED FOR FORGIVENESS 
 

“Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 

know what they do….”          Luke 23:34a 


