
B. God listens revelation #3: 

God listens to your prayers and uses the Word of God to 

rekindle your faith. 
 

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God.”        Romans 10:17 

IV. NOTICE WHAT HAPPENED WHEN HE PRAYED 
 

A. Jonah prayed and was vomited out on dry land. 
 

“So the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah 

onto dry land.”  Jonah 2:10 

 

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly 

abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 

the power that works in us,”   Ephesians 3:20 

 

“Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 

and you shall glorify Me.”        Psalm 50:15 

 

“ And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 

you free.”               John 8:32 

 

B. God listens revelation #4: 
 

God listens to your prayers and responds according to 

His perfect will. 
 

10 Those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of 

death, Bound in affliction and irons— 

11 Because they rebelled against the words of God, 

And despised the counsel of the Most High, 

12 Therefore He brought down their heart with labor; 

They fell down, and there was none to help. 

13 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, 

And He saved them out of their distresses. 

14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of 

death, And broke their chains in pieces. 

15 Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His 

goodness, And for His wonderful works to the children 

of men!”               Psalm 107:10-15 
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INTRODUCTION 

A. You have heard it said, you can run, but you can’t hide! 

Let’s face it we’ve all tried to run from God. Jonah was a 

person who tried to run from God.  Through this experience 

God lovingly responded by helping Jonah to understand His 

true nature.  This understanding resulted in Jonah having a 

deeper relationship with God.   
 

“But I will sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving; 

I will pay what I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD.”  

         Jonah 2:9 
 

The book of Jonah is not primarily about a big fish, but 

rather about a big GOD! There are only forty eight verses in 

this book. The fish is mentioned three times and God is 

mentioned forty two times! 
 

B.  Unbelief has attacked this book probably more than any  

other book of the Bible. Jesus validated that Jonah was a 

real person who experienced a real miracle that represented 

an Old Testament type of Jesus. (Jonah 1:17; Matthew 

12:40-41). 
 

C.  Attend Going Deeper and go overboard and into the  

deep with God by understanding His true nature: 
 

June 5  Deeper In Our Understanding Of  

God’s Discipline 

June 12 Deeper In Our Understanding Of  

God’s Control 

TODAY Deeper In Our Understanding Of  

God’s Listening 

June 26 Deeper In Our Understanding Of 

God’s Forgiveness 

July 3  Deeper In Our Understanding Of  

God’s Care 
 

D. TEXT:  Jonah 2:1-10 
  

This passage shows Jonah praying to God.  It helps you to 

understand how God listens. 



HOW TO UNDERSTAND GOD’S LISTENING 
 

I. NOTICE TO WHOM HE PRAYED  

A.  Jonah prayed to the one true God, not to the false gods of 

the sailors (1:5). 
 

“Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God …”    Jonah 2:1a 
 

“But the LORD is the true God; He is the living God and 

the everlasting King. At His wrath the earth will tremble, 

And the nations will not be able to endure His indignation.”   

      Jeremiah 10:10 

B. God listens revelation #1:  
 

God listens to your prayers. 
 

“O You who hear prayer, To You all flesh will come.”   

             Psalm 65:2 

II. NOTICE WHERE HE PRAYED  

A. Jonah prayed in the stomach of the fish. 
 

“…from the fish’s belly.”            Jonah 2:1b 
 

“40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly 

of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three 

nights in the heart of the earth.  

41 The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this 

generation and condemn it, because they repented at the 

preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.”  

          Matthew 12:30-41 
 

 

B. God listens revelation #2: 
 

God listens to your prayers from anywhere. 
 

“I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up 

holy hands, without wrath and doubting;”      I Timothy 2:8 
 

III. NOTICE HOW HE PRAYED  

A. Jonah prayed according to the Bible (the Psalms).  
 

Jonah’s prayer is saturated with references found in the Psalms.  

These reveal how well versed Jonah was in the Word of God.  

The prophet as stored up these words in his heart and now he is 

able to draw patience, comfort and hope from them. 
 

“ For whatever things were written before were written for our 

learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 

Scriptures might have hope.”        Romans 15:4 

 

• Jonah raised his voice to God. 

“2 And he said: “I cried out to the LORD because of my 

affliction, And He answered me. “Out of the belly of 

Sheol I cried, And You heard my voice. 

3 For You cast me into the deep, Into the heart of the 

seas, 

And the floods surrounded me; All Your billows and 

Your waves passed over me.”          Jonah 2:2-3 

“And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all 

things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom 

we must give account..”           Hebrews 4:13 

• Jonah repented of his sin to God. 
 

“4 Then I said, ‘I have been cast out of Your sight; Yet I 

will look again toward Your holy temple.’  

5 The waters surrounded me, even to my soul; The deep 

closed around me; Weeds were wrapped around my 

head. 

6 I went down to the moorings of the mountains; 

The earth with its bars closed behind me forever; 

Yet You have brought up my life from the pit, 

O LORD, my God.“           Jonah 2:4-6 
 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”   

               I John 1:9 

• Jonah recommitted his life to God. 
 

“7 “When my soul fainted within me, I remembered 

the LORD; And my prayer went up to You, Into Your holy 

temple. 

8 “Those who regard worthless idols Forsake their 

own Mercy. 

9 But I will sacrifice to You With the voice of 

thanksgiving; I will pay what I have vowed. 

Salvation is of the LORD.”   Jonah 2:7-9 
 

“He who covers his sins will not prosper, 

But whoever confesses and forsakes them will have 

mercy..”        Proverbs 28:13 


