
V.  MOVE FORWARD BY FAITH 

 

“10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 

saying,  

11 “Pass through the camp and command the people, 

saying, ‘Prepare provisions for yourselves, for within three 

days you will cross over this Jordan, to go in to possess the 

land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess.’”  

 Joshua 1:10-11 

 

 

 A. Faith is necessary for salvation. 

 

“8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, 

and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,  

9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.”   

               Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

 

 B. Faith is necessary for victory. 

 

“For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. 

And this is the victory that has overcome the world—

our faith.”              I John 5:4 

 

 

 

 

 C. Faith is necessary for obedience. 

 

“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”   

        II Corinthians 5:7 

 

 

 

 

 
WHAT NECESSARY ACTIONS DO YOU NEED TO TAKE 

FOR 2021? 

 

REFLECTING BACKWARD, REACHING FORWARD 

Reaching Forward 

Pastor Steve Reynolds 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

A. The entire world has collectively lived through one of the 

most difficult years in modern history. It has been a time full 

of fear, unrest, and division. We have been stretched to our 

spiritual, emotional, mental and physical limits. Most of us 

are totally worn out! 

 

Now a new year is upon us! And despite the fact that we are 

still dealing with some of the same stressful circumstances 

we have reasons to believe that life will slowly improve in 

the new year.  As we transition from one year to another we 

must follow the commandment of God given to Moses for 

the children of Israel. 

 

“Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, 

lest you forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they 

depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach 

them to your children and your grandchildren,”   

 Deuteronomy 4:9 

 

 

B.        Our Reflecting Backward, Reaching Forward teaching series 

            will help you obey this command and prepare you for the 

            next season of your life. We will look back at enduring 

            lessons from 2020 and look ahead to necessary actions for 

            2021.  

            These messages include: 

 

Dec 27  Reflecting Backward  

TODAY Reaching Forward  

 

C. TEXT: Joshua 1:1-11 

 

Joshua is now called upon to lead the children of Israel into 

the promised land. 

 



REACHING FORWARD 

 

I.  FOCUS ON THE FUTURE  

 

 A. Let go of your past. 

 

“After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, it 

came to pass that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son 

of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying: Moses My servant 

is dead….”                    Joshua 1:1a

  

 

 B. Lay hold of your vision. 

 

“...Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you 

and all this people, to the land which I am giving to 

them—the children of Israel.”        Joshua 1:2b 

 

 

 

II. REMEMBER THE PROMISES 

 

 A. The promise of God’s provision. 

 

“3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread 

upon I have given you, as I said to Moses. 

 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as 

the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of 

the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going 

down of the sun, shall be your territory. Joshua 1:3-4 

  

B. The promise of God’s presence. 

 

5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the 

days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be 

with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you.  

6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people 

you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I 

swore to their fathers to give them.”       Joshua 1:5-6 

 

III.  OBEY THE COMMANDS 

 

A. Determine your success from the Word. 

  

“Only be strong and very courageous, that you may 

observe to do according to all the law which Moses 

My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to 

the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper 

wherever you go.              Joshua 1:7 

 

 

B. Dig deep into the Word. 

 

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your 

mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night,…    

           Joshua 1:8a 

 

C. Do what the Word says. 

 

‘… that you may observe to do according to all that 

is written in it. For then you will make your way 

prosperous, and then you will have good success.”   

                Joshua 1:8b 

 

This verse is the only time the word “success” is in the 

entire Bible. 

 

IV.  BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS 

 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good 

courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for 

the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”   

        Joshua 1:9 

 

 A. Joshua dealt with the fear of change. 

 

 B. Joshua dealt with the fear of rejection. 

 

 C. Joshua dealt with the fear of failure. 


